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DEPARTMENTAL HIGHLIGHTS
NEW DEPARTMENT CHAIR

Profussor Peter D.T.A. Elliott began a three-
year term as department chair in July 2000
Elliott received a B.Sc. with Ist Class Hon-
ours from Bristol University, England (1962)
and a Ph.D. from Cambridge University, Trin-
ity College (1966). e has been on the fa
ulty at the University of Colorado, Boulder
(UCB) since 1969, having previously been a

Lecturer at Nottingham University. With a
Guggenheim Fellowship he was a Visiting Pro-
spring

fessor at Tmperial College, London
1980 and has subsequently been a V
Professor at universities in Amiens and Bor-
deaux (France), Ulm (Germany) and Santi-
ago (Chile). Elliott makes no distinction be-
tween pure and applied mathematics since he
believes that all good mathematics will be ap-
plied sooner or lat

Born the eldest of 8 children in Otterbourne
near the port city of Southampton, England
on February 2, 1941, Elliott has vivid memo-
ies of air raids until the end of World War I1.
From age 6-11 his experience with excellent
teachers in the ordinary public (not private)
school and private piano lessons, profoundly
affected his adult life. With exceptionally
high scores on the Eleven Plus Exam

exams, he received scholarships and
10 the King Edward VI Grammar School (ju-
nior and senior high) and to Bristol and Cam-
bridge Universities.

Professor Peter D. T. A. Elliott, Dept. Chair
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Professor Elliott is the author of 5 books and
more than 100 mathematical research papers;
he has given invited lectures at dozens of uni-
versities and international meetings on 5 con-
tinents and has served as editor of the Ra-
‘manujan Journal since 1095, At UCB he has
taught classes at all levels and has been the
advisor for undergraduate research projects,
masters theses and 6 Ph.D. theses.

Music has played a major role in Peter El-
liott’s life. After formal trai from ages 6

11, he introduced himself to great piano com-
posers by checking out and learning to play
musical scores from the Central Lending Li-
brary of Southampton. Music took a back
seat during university years due to the fact
that pianos were not available to him except
during holidays. Upon his arrival in Boulder,
one of his first acquisitions was a piano and he
s now the proud owner of & two-meter grand

Elliott has presented numerous piano recitals
including works by Bach, Beethoven, Chopin,
Liszt and Schumann, He also has interests in
drawing, musical composition, art and travel
ing as well as his family (wife and daughter)
in Boulder.

W.J. THRON MATHEMATICS
FELLOWSHIP ENDOWMENT
Professor Emeritus Wolfgang J. Thron has es-
tablished an endowment fund in the Univer-
sity of Colorado Foundation to finance Grad-
uate Student Fellowships in the Mathematics
Department at UCB. The endowment fund is
expected to provide $9000 in AY 2000/2001
and an increasing amount in subsequent years.

Professor Thron was a faculty member in the
Mathematics Department at the University of
Colorado Boulder (UCB) from 1954 until his
retirement in 1985. He served as Department
Chair from 1972 to 1974 and Chair of the
Graduate Program for many years. For more

than four decades Thron has been an active
participant in a research seminar (founded by
him) for faculty and students on the Boul-
der campus. He was instrumental in estab-
lishing fruitful relationships between the UCB
Mathematics D and universities in
other countries (especially India and Norway).
Thron served as thesis advisor for 21 students
graduating from the UCB with Ph.D, degrees.
In 1980 he was elected to the Royal Norwegian
Society of Sciences and Letters for outstand-
ing creative research in mathematics and for
inspiring others in creative research. In 1985
Thron was awarded the University of Col-
orado Medal for outstanding contributions to
the university in his distinguished carcer as a
teacher and a research scholar. Tn 1988 and in
1998 mathematicians from around the world
gathered at the Boulder campus for math-
ematical conferences honoring Thron on his
70th and 80th birthdays.

Professor W.J. Thron has given many years
of service to the university. With this gift he
is enabling and encouraging students of all fu-
ture generations to study mathematics. He

Professor Emeritus W. J. Thron







